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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 9th MARCH 
2022 AT 7.00 P.M. AT NEWTON’S PLACE, 43 WOLBOROUGH STREET, NEWTON 
ABBOT 
 
Present: Councillors  M Joyce (Mayor) Presiding 

C Bunday (Deputy Mayor)  
     
  Councillors: P Bullivant  R Hayes 

D Corney-Walker M Hocking 
    C Davieson  M E Ryan 
    A Hall   L Sheffield 
    R Hall    

      
Invited Guests:  Rev Gareth Regan, Chaplain 

    Co-Chairmen of Buckland Athletic Football Club 
    Team Manager of Buckland Athletic Football Club 

District Councillor Janet Bradford 
 
In attendance:    District Councillor Martin Wrigley 
      
Officers in attendance: Philip Rowe   Town Clerk 
    Samantha Scott  Deputy Town Clerk & RFO  
    Linda McGuirk   Principal Administrator 
    Sally Henley    Town Development Manager  

       
366. WELCOME FROM THE MAYOR 

 
The Mayor welcomed everyone to the meeting and invited Rev Gareth Regan to open 
the meeting with prayers. A minute’s silence followed to show solidarity with the 
Ukrainian people affected by the invasion by Russia. 
 
The Mayor presented a Certificate of Achievement to representatives of Buckland 
Athletic Football Club on the occasion of their reaching the 5th round of the FA Vase.  
 
Members were advised that the Mayor intended to pause the meeting for a comfort 
break within the meeting, if appropriate. 

 
367. APOLOGIES  

 
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Karen Crout, David 
Howe, Ann Jones, Chris Jenks, Richard Jenks, Mike Pilkington and District Councillors 
Gordon Hook, Jackie Hook and Liam Mullone. 

 
368. INTERESTS 

 
None. 
 

369. MINUTES 
 

The minutes of the Council Meeting held on 26th January 2022 were received and 
signed as a correct record. 
 
Cllr Colin Parker abstained from voting as he was not present at the meeting. 
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370. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
  

None. 
 

371. REPORTS OF COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES 
 

A. County and District Councillor Phil Bullivant reported on the following issue in 
which he had direct involvement: 

 
➢ Concerns the current DCC plans for Queens Street, Newton Abbot lacks 

greening. Greater attention to lighting, greening and access is required. 
The removal of parking to create a pedestrian zone was letting the 
residents of Newton Abbot down. Cllr Bullivant urged residents and 
members to get involved at the consultation stage. 

 
B. District Councillor Janet Bradford reported on the following issues in which she 

had direct involvement: 
 

➢ General resident support including streetlamps, potholes and damp 
housing issues. 

➢ Shaldon Road 30mph extension reached a compromise. 
➢ Attended two Full Council meetings with TDC and DCC. 
➢ The DCC Locality budget has supported Glend-enning School to provide 

music lessons. She had been delighted to attend a performance.  
➢ As a member of the Special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) 

Task Group she has been invited to visit a further two Schools within her 
ward. 

➢ Locality budget is also supporting Buckland singing group. 
➢ Alexandra Theatre, Cllr Bradford urged residents and members to protect 

the community asset. 
➢ Attended the Teignbridge Highways and Traffic Orders (HTOC) Committee 

voted against the removal of parking. 
   

C. District Councillor Mike Hocking reported on the following issues in which he had 
direct involvement: 
 

➢ Attended the HTOC meeting as Devon Association of Local Councils 
(DALC) representative and spoke against the proposed Queen Street 
enhancement. In particular the poor design of the scheme and loss of 
parking. Cllr Hocking urged residents and members to review the 
proposals when the opportunity arises.  
 

➢ Attended the District Full Council meeting where it was agreed to spend 
the ‘Future Highstreets’ government funding on the Alexandra Theatre 
and Market Hall. A steering group will be established to look at how the 
space will be used. Cllr Hocking reminded members the working group 
will only be able to look at the plan that TDC has put forward which is to 
gut the Theatre and historic Market Hall. Cllr Hocking urged members to 
look carefully at the proposals when the opportunity arises. 

 
D. District Councillor Colin Parker spoke about the Future High Street Fund advising 

the Alexandra Theatre’s aesthetic improvements and capabilities are critical to 
receiving the £9,200,000. Funding is the most important grant Newton Abbot is 
ever likely to see. Cllr Parker assured members that alterations to the proposals 
can be made without affecting the grant and to ensure changes made achieve the 
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best possible outcome for the town. He hopes a mutual agreement can be 
reached. 
 

Town Development Manager, Sally Henley, reminded members that she is a highly 
experienced professional Town Development Manager whose role is to ensure the 
future development of Newton Abbot. She expressed sincere disappointment that she 
hasn’t been consulted and invited Councillors to talk to her. 

 
The Mayor noted that written reports from District Councillors Jackie and Gordon Hook 
had been previously circulated in their absence, including a report received from 
Councillor Mrs Hook prior to the January meeting. The Mayor thanked the County and 
District Councillors for their reports as they provided a valuable insight into the issues 
within Newton Abbot. 

 
372. MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
A. The Mayor reported on recent engagements he had undertaken and made particular 

reference to: - 
 

• Saturday 12th February 2022 
Visit to Newport Pagnell for FA Vase Cup with Buckland Athletic. 
 

• Monday 14th February 2022 
Opening of new office for Simply Green Estate Agents 
 

• Thursday 17th February 2022  
Lady Studholme, High Sherriff of Devon visited Newton’s Place. 
 

• Sunday 20th February 2022 
 Newton Abbot District Society of Arts (NADSA) Concert. 
 

Members were reminded of the forthcoming tree planting ceremony on Friday 11th 
March at Victoria Gardens as part of the Queen’s Green Canopy, Platinum Jubilee 
Celebrations. 

 
The Mayor invited the Deputy Mayor, Councillor Carol Bunday, to provide an update 
on her engagements: 

  
The Deputy Mayor informed members it had been an honour to represent the Town 
Council on Saturday 5th March 2022 at a gathering organised by Newton Abbot Crises 
Aid at the War Memorial in support of the Ukrainian people. Cllr Bunday expressed 
her thanks the Mayors Secretary, Carla Winsborrow for her quick actions in arranging 
a bouquet of blue and yellow flowers and to Cllrs Mike Hocking, Mike Ryan and Alex 
Hall for their support providing the PA system at very short notice. 

 
B. The Mayor invited members to consider how the Town Council can demonstrate 

further support for the people of Ukraine and suggested a financial donation to the 
Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC). 
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Cllr Colin Parker reminded members the Town Council has adopted the General 
Power of Competence1 and as such has the power to ‘do anything an individual may 
do, unless specifically prohibited’. 

 
Accordingly, it was agreed 

 
That the delegation to the Town Clerk, Mayor and Chair of the Finance & Audit 
Committee within Financial Regulations be utilised to make an appropriate financial 
donation to the Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC) in relation to the conflict in 
Ukraine and report back to the Council on the outcome. 

 
373. PROCEEDINGS OF COMMITTEES 

 
A. The Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning Committee held on 1st February 

2022, as presented by the Vice-Chairman, Councillor Mike Ryan, were 
received and approved; and   
 
Cllr David Corney-Walker abstained from voting.  
 

B. The Minutes of the Meeting of the Community & Heritage Committee held 
on 9th February 2022 as presented by the Chairman, Councillor Lesley 
Sheffield, were received and approved; and 
 

C. The Minutes of the Meeting of the Policy & Resources Committee held on 
16th February 2022 as presented by the Chairman, Councillor David Corney-
Walker, were received and approved; and 

 
Cllr Colin Parker abstained from voting. 

 
D. The Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning Committee held on 22nd 

January 2022 as presented by the Vice-Chairman, Councillor Mike Ryan 
were received and approved, and 

 
Cllrs David Corney-Walker, Colin Parker, Mike Hocking and Rob Hayes 
abstained from voting. 

 
E. The Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance & Audit Committee held on 23rd 

February 2022 as presented by the Chairman, Councillor Colin Parker were 
received and approved. 

 
Cllr Phil Bullivant raised a point of order requesting clarification regarding 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Receipts (minute 359.a)) and voted 
against the minutes.. 
 
Cllrs Alex Hall abstained from voting. 

 
With regard to minute 364 – Newtons Place – Final Account Cllr Phil Bullivant 
requested a breakdown for the CIL expenditure suggesting an overspend of £75,000 
had occurred. He proceeded to suggest the date used in the final account for Newton’s 
Place was arbitrary, suggesting £600,000 was adrift and wanted an explanation of 
where the money was. 

 
1An eligible council is one which has resolved to adopt the GPC, with at least two thirds of its 
members being declared elected and the Clerk must hold an appropriate qualification (Parish 
Councils (General Power of Competence) (Prescribed Conditions) Order 2012). 
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The Town Clerk advised the date was not arbitrary and that a detailed explanation had 
been provided at the Finance & Audit Committee meeting that the dates were related to 
the Delivery Stage of the Project as prescribed by the National Heritage Lottery Fund. . 
The Clerk reminded members that all income and expenditure is accounted for and 
approved by the Council/Committees and expressed resentment that Officers of the 
Council were being accused of financial impropriety. 

 
Cllr Colin Parker confirmed a full report and discussion had taken place at the Finance 
& Audit Committee meeting, suggesting members should ask questions in advance of 
the meeting to avoid accusatory statements being made.  

 
Cllr Mike Hocking supported Cllr Parkers statement and declared his support for 
Officers and was proud of their achievements. 

 
374. CODE OF CONDUCT 

 
The Mayor informed members that all Councils are required to have a Code of Conduct 
and highlighted the importance of the document in holding members accountable for 
their behaviour and responsibilities associated with the role as described in the Nolan 
Principles which are the basis of ethical standards expected of public office holders. 
Members were reminded they had each signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
agreeing to abide by the Code of Conduct.  
 
Members were further advised that the Code of Conduct had been updated in 
accordance with the Local Government Association (LGA) Model Councillor Code of 
Conduct 2020, that being the most recent version. The Staffing Sub Committee had 
considered the document at its recent meeting and in accordance with Minute number 
23/02(S.16) recommended the Council adopt the Code of Conduct as circulated prior 
to the meeting.  

 
Accordingly, it was 

 
RESOLVED that the Code of Conduct be hereby adopted. 

 
375. POLICIES 

  
 Members considered the following policies:  
 

A. Financial Regulations  
 
Members discussed the Financial Regulations;  
 
Accordingly, it was: 

 
RESOLVED that the Financial Regulations be hereby adopted. 
 
Cllr Phil Bullivant abstained from voting. 
 

 
B. Reserves Policy 

 
Members discussed the Reserves Policy;  
 
Accordingly, it was: 



   
  

Chairman (Mayor) initials………… 
6 

 

 
RESOLVED that the Reserves Policy be hereby adopted. 

 
C. Standing Orders 
 
Members discussed the Standing Orders; 
 
Discussion took place regarding reference to gender definitions used in Council 
documents. Members agreed this should be discussed at a future meeting. 
 
Accordingly, it was: 
 

 RESOLVED that the Standing Orders be hereby adopted. 
 

376. COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY (CIL) 
 

Members discussed the CIL Policy, circulated prior to the meeting.  
 

Accordingly, it was: 
 

RESOLVED that the CIL Policy be hereby adopted. 
 

377. NOTICE OF COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW 
 

The Mayor advised members the Council had been served notice that Teignbridge 
District Council is conducting a Community Governance Review (CGR) for the parishes 
of Ogwell, Ideford and Coffinswell. The Town Council, as consultee, has been invited to 
submit a representation on the proposal which had been circulated prior to the meeting. 

 
Members discussed the proposal and supported the boundary review for the parishe of 
Ogwell. Members agreed a review was required in other parts of the boundary. The 
Council may wish to consider requesting the Boundary Commission conduct a review 
in the future. 
 
Accordingly, it was: 

 
RESOLVED that a formal response be hereby submitted to the consultation 
outlining the Town Councils support for the Community Governance Review 
(CGR) for the parishes of Ogwell. 

 
378. LATE CORRESPONDENCE 

 
None. 

 
379. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 
The date of the next meeting of the Council would be held on Wednesday 4th May 
2022, that being the Annual Meeting of the Council.  
 
The Mayor announced this was his last Full Council meeting as Mayor before he hands 
over the position to the Deputy Mayor (Mayor Elect), Councillor Mrs Carol Bunday.  
 
He expressed sincere thanks to the Deputy Mayor, Mayoress, Councillors and Officers 
for their support throughout his Mayoral year, stating he couldn’t have performed the 
role without their support. He had enjoyed it immensely and thanked everyone from the 
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bottom of his heart for the opportunity. He finished by wishing the Deputy Mayor all the 
very best in her forthcoming role. 
 

 
Meeting closed at 8:20pm 

 
 
 
Chairman (Mayor)……………………………………………Date………………………………… 

 
 
 


